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SUBJECT: EDITORIAL REACTION TO PRESIDENT CARTER'S REMARKS ON 
TIMING OE GENEVA CONFERENCE 

1. PRES. CARTER'S REPORTED REMARK TO THE PRESS ON APRIL 26, 

TO THE EFFECT THAT GENEVA CONEERENCE SHOULD BE DELAYED UNLESS 
THERE IS "STRONG POSSIBILITY FOR SUBSTANTIAL ACHIEVEMENT," RECEIVED 
HEADLINES IN MOST LOCAL PAPERS. ALSO, THERE WAS THE FOLLOWING 
EDITORIAL REACTION FROM THREE ARABIC NEWSPAPERS, THE EDITORIAL 
POLICIES OE WHICH ARE DOMINATED BY LOCAL PALESTINIANS: 

A. AL RAI AL AM OF APRIL 28 CHARGED THAT PRES. CARTER HIMSELF 

HOLDS THE "CARDS OE SOLUTION" OF THE MIDDLE EAST SITUATION, INCLUDING 
THE TIMING OF THE GENEVA CONEERENCE, AND HE IS "TRYING TO MAKE 
FOOLS OF THE ARABS " WHEN HE SUGGESTS THAT OTHER EACTORS CONTROL THE 
TIMING OE THE CONFERENCE. THE EDITORIAL CONCLUDES THAT PRES. CARTER 
HAS, IN EFEECT, WARNED THE PARTIES TO THE SITUATION THAT THE USG 
DOES NOT WANT TO RESOLVE THE SITUATION AT ALL. 

B. AL NADAF OF APRIL 28 SAID THAT WAITING FOR A GENEVA 
CONFERENCE IS LIKE WAITING EOR A ROOSTER TO LAY A GOLDEN EGG, 

AND THE CURRENT INDEFINITE STATE OF NO PEACE NO WAR IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST IS LEADING TO CALAMITY IN THE ARAB WORLD - THE LEBANON 
CONFLICT WAS ONLY THE EIRST INTRA-ARAB QUARREL TO RESULT FROM IT. 
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C. AL ANBA OF APRIL 28 CHARGED THAT PRES. CARTER "OBVIOUSLY 
SEEKS TO POSTPONE" THE GENEVA CONFERENCE, AND THAT THE ARAB 
(INCLUDING PALESTINIAN) ATTITUDE ON THIS QUESTION MUST BE UNIEIED 
BEEORE ARAB LEADERS GO TO MEET THE PRESIDENT. THE WRITER ASSERTED 
THAT CARTER ACTED WITH PRETENDED INNOCENCE WHEN HE "INVITED" 

THE ARABS TO AGREE UPON THE MODE OE PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION AT 
GENEVA; THE IMPLICATION WAS THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD DARKER MOTIVES 
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WHEN HE EXTENDED THIS INVITATION. 

2. COMMENT: WHILE INITIAL REACTION TO PRESIDENT'S 
REMARKS OE CAUTION ON GENEVA CONFERENCE LOOKED LIKE 
IT MIGHT DEVELOP SPATE OF CRITICISM AND SUSPICION OF 
AMERICAN MOTIVES, FOLLOW-UP COMMENTARY ON THE MATTER 
WAS RELATIVELY INSIGNIFICANT. THIS MAY BE REFLECTION OF 
CONTINUING SCHIZOFRENIA IN PALESTINIAN ATTITUDE TOWARD 
ME PEACE CONFERENCE. 
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